Guided Home Learning
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GUIDED HOME LEARNING
Welcome to Hellenic Academy’s Guided Home Learning, a
comprehensive approach to delivering a Hellenic education online
in extra-ordinary times.
We have established a creative, academic and community-based
learning environment to be accessed in the homes of our pupils. In
place of traditional physical classrooms, our teachers will now work
with students in online classrooms.
Regular lessons, live debates, Q&A sessions, continuous formal
assessment and proactive feedback are all possible through the use
of Google Suite Educational Apps. The experience will be as
comprehensive as possible. Pupils are able to share their thoughts
and ideas in real time. Staff are able to provide high levels of
interaction, ensuring the learning experiences are effective and
engaging.
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We are using the Google Suite
for Education Apps to deliver
our Guided Home Learning
Google Classroom continues to be our
primary virtual learning environment, with
resources supporting all aspects of your
children’s education.
All live, interactive teaching will be on
Google Meet and supported using various
other tools and apps.
In the coming weeks, we will be
continuing to develop our online learning
environment to maximise its effectiveness.

AIMS & OBJECTIVES
Our online learning is an alternative provision necessitated by
global circumstances. Crucially, its effectiveness should not be
reduced by a natural distance between learner and teacher,
because our pupils have been taught face to face for months
and years by their teachers and a common understanding and
professional bond already exists, unlike standard online learning
programmes.
Furthermore, we expect our pupils to be ambitious and keen to
complete their courses to achieve the grades required for
academic progression. We aim to continue to deliver the same
excellence in education as we always have. The only thing that
has changed, is the platform from which we do it.
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PASTORAL CARE
Pupil wellbeing and pastoral care remain at the centre
of Hellenic Academy Home Based Learning.
Pupils will participate in Form Class in Google Meet
from 7.15am - 7.30am with their Form Teacher. During
this time your child’s Form Teacher will offer the usual
Form Time information in virtual form. It is also an
opportunity for your child to speak to their Form
Teacher, ask questions and receive supportive care
they are used to.
The Register will be taken each morning on Google
Classroom, with the pupils clicking “submit” on the
“Registration Assignment”. The deadline will be 7.25am
each day.
Parents will be informed by the School Reception if
their child is absent from Registration.

HOME BASED LEARNING
TIMETABLE
Taking into account all of the helpful feedback we received, we
have adapted our timetable to allow flexibility for both staff and
pupils, allowing optimal online lesson delivery:

•

Hopefully, this will reduce your child’s stress levels as they will
have fewer subjects each day.

•

It will also allow for the extra time needed for learners to access
Google Classroom, work on and submit assignments.

•

Finally, it will allow both teacher and pupil a short break from
the screen, which is vital if the remote learning is going to
remain both sustainable and healthy.

Students will access a copy of their new timetable via their Form
Class on Google Classroom.

6

THE ACADEMIC DAY
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THE ACADEMIC DAY STRUCTURE OF A LESSON
• Your child can now expect a proportion of their lessons to

have live, video or voice sections for at least two of their
lessons where they have three or more lessons a week, or
one if they have fewer than this.

• Even if the teacher does not offer a live video or voice

session for a particular lesson, they will be available to
answer any questions in the lesson chat.

• In addition to the above, more and more of the sessions

will have pre-recorded segments from teachers and
interactive elements, many of which have been trialled
over the holidays. Heads of Department will monitor the
classrooms of those in their department.

• A positive feature of Google Meet is that any interactive

lesson can be recorded and will be available for your
child to access at another time. This will allow for the
vagaries of Zimbabwean power and internet.

• If your child has any questions they can always contact

their Form Teacher, Subject Teacher or one of their peers.
If your child is not able to attend the lesson, we would ask
that they inform their teacher prior to the lesson.
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WHAT FORM WILL ASSIGNMENTS
AND FEEDBACK TAKE?
The type of task set will vary between subjects, but examples of appropriate
tasks might include:
• Reading and noting new material from a textbook or electronic resources;
• Working through subject-specific presentations provided by the teacher;
• Watching a relevant video resource and making notes on it;
• Completing a listening exercise (e.g. in Languages or Music);
• Completing worksheets or written responses to questions;
• Working towards a creative outcome with specific guidance (e.g. in Art);

Research tasks and subsequent presentation of findings in a variety of formats;
• Completion of practice questions or past papers, particularly for those in

examination years;
• Working through relevant exercises offered by external providers (e.g. BBC

Bitesize, Quizziz etc).
Possible methods for providing feedback may include:
• Providing whole class feedback through Google Classroom, or in a live

lesson on Google Meet
• Providing comments on individual pieces of work submitted on Google

Classroom
• Sending a direct email to students with specific feedback / targets;

ACADEMIC –
SUBMISSION OF WORK
Any work to be submitted will be posted as an assignment on Google
Classroom by the Subject Teacher. Pupils can then complete the assignment
and upload their own work to Google Classroom. All submitted work in the
form of attachments must be named with your child’s full name. (e.g.
JoeSmith.pdf)
Feedback & Personal Organisation
The expectation is that pupils will submit work before or by the deadline set.
Pupils will be informed of the format in which work is to be submitted, i.e. a
PDF, Word Document or JPEG etc. Homework will be marked and students
given feedback either in the online lessons or on Google Classroom.
Any physical work (handwritten notes, diagrams etc.) produced by your child,
as part of an assignment, needs to be scanned and submitted as a PDF. It is
essential that your child learns to use a scanning app on a phone or tablet
(e.g. CamScanner). There are video tutorials on this that we will make
available for your children to perfect this skill.
If your child is struggling to submit a piece of work, they need to communicate
this to the teacher concerned, who will be able to help the pupil and, if
deemed appropriate, extend the deadline. With no excuse, or
communication of extenuating circumstances to the teacher, work that is
submitted past the deadline will not be marked. The Line Tutor will be in
contact with you as the parent/guardian. This is both for pastoral and
disciplinary reasons.
Online work could be printed out and organised in a physical file, but given
that printers are not always available to all puplis, we will not be expecting this.
We do recommend that students save their completed assignments and their
teachers feedback on Google Drive. Please support your child in organising
their notes for future reference and for examination revision.

ACADEMIC –
EXAMINATIONS
Examinations

•

We are confident that we are able to continue to deliver new material, revise
older topics and generally keep pace with the various syllabuses that your
child started in January. Through active engagement in Google Classroom,
Google Meet and diligent work on set assignments, your child will not fall
behind and will be well prepared for any future examinations.

•

If the school closure continues, school examinations will take place at home.
Details, procedures and examination timetables will be communicated
nearer to the time. Planning for such eventualities is already underway.

•

Cambridge has already communicated, the normal June examination
session has now been moved to the October/November examination
session.

Contact

•

If your child has any academic concerns that need addressing, they should
contact either their Form Teacher or relevant Subject Teacher. This must be
done in normal school hours – between 7.30am and 1.30pm. They can of
course ask any questions of their teacher using Google Meet or Google
Classroom in lesson time.

LIFE SKILLS
• During this time we would like to develop your
child’s skills in areas such as their ability to
debate, communicate confidently, solve
problems and think both critically and
creatively. These skills have inherent, lifelong
value and universities and employers are
always on the lookout for candidates who
possess them.
• To this end our Life Skills department will be
coming up with some creative, fun and
engaging skills based challenges to enable
your child to balance out the time they are be
spending on Academic requirements.
• Our Careers and University Applications service
will continue to run virtually.
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WELLBEING & ETHOS
• Our ethos and the wellbeing of your children will remain

central to Hellenic Academy’s virtual schooling. Your child’s
primary support will remain his or her Form Teacher during the
registration periods and the Line Tutor

• Form Teachers and Life Skills Teachers will be using a number

of engaging, creative and fun resources with classes during
registration to help pupils with mindfulness and mental health.

• We are working in an uncertain environment, and if it

becomes evident that online learning will extend into the term,
we will be working with the various Clubs and Societies to
establish an online presence, to enable pupils to continue
pursuing their non-Academic interests.

• Continuing on from last term, the PE Department have
established an extended program to nurture physical
wellbeing and this will be delivered across all year groups.
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TECHNICAL
INSTRUCTIONS
Important Message
If you have a parental filter on your home network, please allow the
following websites to be accessible:
https://classroom.google.com/
https://www.youtube.com/

FOR ANY I.T. ENQUIRIES OR SUPPORT PLEASE CONTACT
ictsupport@hellenicacademy.ac.zw
To best help your child in the home learning environment, please aim to
have have:

• An uncapped internet connection. (Desirable)
• Access for your child/children (possibly shared) to either a laptop, a

desktop computer or to a tablet with a with keyboard. Working solely
from a Smartphone is not recommended.

GUIDED HOME LEARNING - General expectations of students
Assuming that a student is healthy and well enough to work, students will be expected to
participate fully in the remote learning process by “attending” live sessions, completing
independent work and submitting assessment tasks promptly and to the best of their ability.
Student Guidelines:

Responsible user agreement

Remember that this is an extension of the classroom
environment and therefore students are expected to
conduct themselves accordingly.

Please ensure that your child agrees to and adheres to the following
rules:
1.
I will not reveal my school account login details and passwords
to anyone else.
2.
I will be responsible for my behaviour and actions when using
technology, and this includes the resources I access and
language I use.
3.
I will not browse, download, upload or forward material that
could be considered illegal or offensive. If I am aware of others
doing this I will report it to my Line Tutor straightaway.
4.
All the material I will be working with belongs to the Hellenic
Academy. I will not share any resources from online lessons, on
any platform, within or outside of the Hellenic Academy without
the teacher’s permission. This includes, but is not limited to,
recorded ‘live’ lessons, worksheets and instructional videos and
audios created by Hellenic Academy teaching staff.

PUPILS MUST
•
Participate in ‘live’ lessons in an environment that is quiet
and free from distractions.
• Check Google Classroom promptly at 7.00 am to register
their attendance and to see what will be expected of
them for the day.
• Be on time for interactive lessons
• Be dressed appropriately
• Interact respectfully with both peers and teachers within
‘live’ lessons
• Ask permission from the teacher if they wish to record a
Google Meeting for themselves
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OUR FOCUS IS SIMPLE
We will provide all Hellenic
Academy pupils with a first-class
education and will work with those
studying towards A level, AS Level
and IGCSE examinations so they
can achieve their full potential.
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